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New Testament Backgrounds
Eternity Bible College
Fall 2012


Professor: Preston Sprinkle
Contact: preston@eternitybiblecollege.com
Office hours: by appointment 

Purpose

The purpose of this course is to introduce the student to the historical, theological, and social environment surrounding the New Testament period (late Second Temple period), in order to gain a better foundation for understanding and interpreting the New Testament. Primary attention will be given to the history of the Second Temple Period and the theological and social developments therein. 

Objectives

· To study the history of the Second Temple period (516 B.C. – A.D. 70)
· To analyze the theological and social developments within Second Temple Judaism
· To introduce the student to certain aspects of Greco-Roman culture in the first-century
· To gain a basic knowledge of the geography of first-century Palestine and the Mediterranean world. 

Format

· This course will consist of lectures given by the professor. Class discussions are encouraged and will be incorporated throughout. 

Attendance: 

· If you miss more than one day of class (unexcused), each miss will result in a grade drop.

Textbooks

· The following books are required: 

· Cambridge Annotated Study Apocrypha (New Revised Standard Version). Edited by Howard Clark Kee. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1994.
· Anthony J. Tomasino, Judaism Before Jesus: The Events & Ideas That Shaped the New Testament World (Downers Grove, Ill.: IVP, 2003).
· Moyer Hubbard, Christianity in the Greco-Roman World: A Narrative Introduction (Peabody, Mass.: Hendrickson, 2010).

· The following book may be read as an EXTRA CREDIT assignment
· Bruce Longenecker, The Lost Letters of Pergamum: A Story from the New Testament World (Grand Rapids: Baker, 2002)

Assignments

1. Reading
a. Daily readings will be completed and recorded by the student. A Reading Log will be turned in on Tue, Nov 13th). 

2. Quizzes
a. 12 quizzes will be given at the beginning of class (at 2:00pm) over selected portions of the reading (the last two will cover the content of the lecture for that day). Quizzes cannot be made up or taken early under any circumstances. 
b. Please NOTE: The quizzes will be given at 2:00pm sharp and will be collected at 2:05pm. If the student shows up after this, s/he will not be able to take the quiz. 
c. The lowest 2 quiz grades will be dropped. 

3. 2 Exams
a. An in class midterm and final exam will be given during this course. The exams will cover the class lectures. 

4. Project
a. The student will chose any one of the following projects:
i. Research Paper.
ii. Annotated Timeline.
iii. Short Historical Fiction Novel.
iv. Interpretive Painting.
v. Short Film. 
b. Or, a group of students may perform a 30-45 min skit. 
c. Other ideas of a project, which would foster a rich engagement with the subject matter of this class, may be accepted upon the professor’s approval. 

5. Extra Credit
a. Up to 5% points of the total grade may be added if the student reads Longenecker’s Lost Letters of Pergamum in its entirety and write a 2-3 page review of the book. 
b. The review will summarize the book’s message and indicate how the reader benefited from reading the book. 
c. The grade will be based on (1) evidence of having read the book, and (2) the quality of review. 

	Assignment 
	Percentage 
	Date Due

	Reading 
	20
	Throughout the course; reading log due Tue Nov 13th 

	Quizzes
	20
	Daily

	Midterm Exam
	20
	Oct 9th 

	Final Exam
	20
	Dec 13th 

	Project
	20
	Dec 4th 

	
	
	

	Extra credit: 2 page book review of Longenecker
	5
	Dec 11th 





PLEASE NOTE: All assignments are to be completed on time. Late work will be marked down accordingly:

· Same day, after class:  - 25%
· Every day after, an additional:  - 25%

Schedule

	Date
	Topic
	Reading Due
	Assignments 

	Aug 28
	Introduction to class
Historical Background: From Persia to Greece

	
	

	Sept 4
	Historical Background: From Persia to Greece; Maccabean Revolt; 

	Tomasino, chapters 1-3 (pp. 13-27, skim 27-45, read 48-67, 69-102)

	Quiz # 1 (covers ONLY Tomasino ch. 3)

	Sept 11
	Historical Background: Maccabean Revolt; Hasmonean Dynasty
	Tomasino, ch. 4 (pp. 103-135,

2 Maccabees, chapters 3-7

	Quiz # 2 

	Sept 18



	Historical Background: Hasmonean Dynasty
	Tomasino, chapters 5-6 (pp. 137-159; 160-184)

1 Maccabees, chapters 1-6
	Quiz # 3 






	Sept 25
	Historical Background: Religious and Social Developments 
	
Tomasino, ch. 7 (pp.186-211)

1 Maccabees, chapters 7-16

	

Quiz # 4 

	Oct 2

















	Historical Background: Herod the Great and 1st Century Palestine

	Tomasino, chapters 8-9 (pp. 213-244; 245-277)
	Quiz # 5 

Sign up for project

	Oct 9




	Midterm Exam 

	
	

	Oct 16
	Historical Background: Herod the Great and 1st Century Palestine

	Tomasino, chapters 10 & Epilogue (pp. 278-305; 307-325)

	Quiz # 6 



	Oct 23
	Greco Roman Culture and the New Testament 

	Hubbard, pp. 1-56

	Quiz # 7

	Oct 30
	Greco Roman Culture and the New Testament 

	Hubbard, pp. 61-106
	Quiz # 8

	Nov 6
	Greco Roman Culture and the New Testament 

	Hubbard, pp. 111-167
	Quiz # 9

	Nov 13
	Greco Roman Culture and the New Testament 
	Hubbard, pp. 171-235
	Quiz # 10

Reading logs due


	Nov 20
	
NO CLASS: THANKSGIVING
	

	

	Nov 27
	Greco Roman Culture and the New Testament 

	No reading
	Quiz # 11 (over the lecture)



	Dec 4
	Greco Roman Culture and the New Testament 

	No reading
	Quiz # 12 (over the lecture)

Projects Due


	Dec 11
	Final Exam 
	No reading 
	Extra Credit paper due


	
	
	
	
















Explanation of Projects

1. Research Paper.
a. 8-12 pages (double spaced)
b. minimum of 6 scholarly sources (bibliography should be included)
c. topics can relate to anything covered in this class upon the professor’s approval. 
d. examples
i. Maccabean Revolt
ii. Herod the Great
iii. John the Baptist
iv. Background of a major city: Ephesus, Rome, Alexandria, etc. 
v. Early Christian Gatherings
vi. Woman in the First Century
vii. Profile of a Jewish sect: Pharisees, Sadducees, Essenes, etc. 
e. The paper will be graded on: (1) quality of writing, (2) depth and thoroughness of research, (3) clarity of thought and argumentation. 

2. Annotated Timeline.
a. The timeline will record at least 40 different people/events between 200 B.C. and A.D. 135. 
b. The student should include a brief description of the people/events on the timeline
c. The format may be paper/cardboard, or media (powerpoint, iMovie, etc.). Please turn in a hard copy of this assignment on the day it’s due (CD Rom, thumb-drive, etc.)
d. The assignment will be graded on: (1) evidence of time and thought spent on the project, (2) accuracy of information and minimum of 40 people/events, (3) creativity, (4) cleanliness  and organization

3. Short Historical Fiction Novel.
a. An example for this assignment can be found in the introductory stories beginning each chapter in Hubbard’s, Christianity in its Greco-Roman World. The novel will be creative, yet informative; it must be based on historical facts and give evidence of a sound knowledge of the historical context in which the setting takes place. 
b. 20-25 pages double spaced.
c. footnotes/endnotes/bibliography included where needed (not mandatory). 
d. The novel will be graded on (1) quality of writing, (2) creativity, (3) historical and cultural accuracy, and (4) overall impact on the reader. 

4. Interpretive Painting.
a. An interpretive painting must give evidence of research and knowledge of the person or event being described. 
b. The painting will be accompanied by a 1-2 page bullet pointed explanation of the painting, focusing on the interpretive features. 
c. Please discuss any ideas you may have for this project with the professor. 
d. The painting will be graded on: (1) creativity and imagination, (2) evidence of research and time spent, (3) quality of artwork. 







5. Short Film. 
a. A film of at least 10 min running time will portray a person or event that correlates with the content of this class. 
b. Any genre is acceptable (comedy, tragedy, drama, documentary, romance, etc.)
c. The film will be graded on: (1) creativity and imagination, (2) evidence of research and time spent, (3) quality of film. 

6. Group Skit.
a. A skit may be performed by any number of students, which will be presented to the class on Tue, Dec 4th 
b. 30-45 min long
c. Any topic or event related to the content of this class is acceptable. 
d. The skit will be graded on: (1) evidence of research and time spent learning the subject matter, (2) creativity, (3) teaching effectiveness (did the audience learn the subject matter), and (4) quality of acting. 
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